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WINTER SPORTS

With several thousand miles of snowy mountains and un-
failing snowfall on the India borders and in places in which
Europeans still winter, it would appear that there might be
ample room for winter sports.    In the actuality, however,
the matter is a disappointment.   Nevertheless the instinct is
not wanting.    In the winter of 1839, at Kabul, when the
British Army was in friendly camp and quarters as the
restorers of a popular dynasty before all went sour, the winter
activities of the British excited much comment.   The Afghan
is a keen slider on his frozen lakes, but skating was new to
him.   When the regimental artificers made up skates and the
inhabitants of Kabul saw the British officers career off
thereon, they said *Wah! wah! now we know that you speak
truth when you say you are a Northern people and familiar
with ice and snow'.

The chief trouble in the matter of ski-ing is that the
Indian sun is very powerful even at 15,000 feet if there be no
cloud, and the surface is very soft. Further, in so many of
the accessible hills, even if there be fog and the surface hard,
yet are slopes too abrupt and dangerous. The Gurkha
regiments winter on the edge of the snows, and from such
places as Dharamsala something is possible on the mountains
above. But of late years the enterprising, aided by the motor's
coming, have set distance at naught, and made short leave
full of possibilities, and ski-ing at Gulmarg in Kashmir, on
the slopes around the golf-links, has come into actual being
as a sport and custom. Here and there others have been
successful also. Gulmarg at 9000 feet and easily accessible
is of course a great find, while huts can be opened under
ideal Alpine conditions, and toboggan runs are not un-
known. In Simla four tennis-courts on the northern side
of a steep slope give skating like to an ice-rink in London
Town. The courts are reflooded between morning and
evening excitements, and skating by electric light on new
ice is possible. At Parachenar far up on the Afghan marches,